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» Playwright

{Continued from Page 6)

small theaters. She has written

psychodramas for emotionally impaired

kids to get them in touch with their

{eelings.

She taught voice and speech in Boston’s *

public schools for eight years and is a
musician and composer. She reccived her
masters degree in music composition from
the Longy School, Cambridge, Mass.

Born and raised in New Haven, Dahill
moved to the Hawks Neck section of Old
Lyme from the Boston area two years ago.
And, she and her husband will be moving
to new quarters in Niantic soon. -

Four to five hours are set aside each day

for writing or composing, and she often

does the latter on trains to either New
York or Boston armed with a small electric
keyboard.

Once a play is written, Dahill says she
becomes detached fromi it. ““The plays are

off on their own, The actors contribute s0

much, so does the director and the au-
dience adds the missing percentage. Until
there's a live house you don't know how
the play will go over."'

With ‘‘A Christmas Carol,”” Dahill
plans to note how audiences react to it,
bolster and weak spots and approach a
publishing house. And, she is considering

- having the Puppet House production
* videotaped and shown over local cable ac-

cess channels along the shoreline.
Among other projects, Dahill is current-
ly working on a new play called ‘'Sibl-
ings’' which will focus, of course, on the
relationships between siblings. ‘1 have 45
minutes worth of dialogue from my
brothers alone,"” she said with a chuckle.
Clear, narural dialogue is important to
Dal_mill. She listens to others carefully, ex-
amining the speech patterns and intona-
tions. If the “'pulse’” of a written line
doesn't sound right, she’ll speak it aloud
trying to find the right combination of

Family members
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to dialects and speech patterns. I'm never

: g S, bored listening to people speak. I'm
“‘Being a musician helps when listening  always trying to imitate what they say."”
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THE CRATCHIT FAMILY gatber for Christmas fellowsbip in a scene
““A Christmas Carol’' at Stony Creek’s Puppet House Theater.
include, from left: Michael Souney of Guilford,
nford, Becca Aub of Guilford and Susan Pynn of
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